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Those of you who attended the FSP annual business luncheon in February in Orlando will recall 

the theme of my remarks to the membership involved one main topic- relevance in a changing 

landscape.   As each of you receives a dues statement from the Florida Society of Pathologists, 

it is reasonable for you to ask if you’re getting value for your dollar. Staying with our traditional 

model of offering two meetings a year with speakers of national reputation, sponsoring 

business and legal advice from experts at our annual February meeting, and providing a paid 

lobbyist to look after your specific interests in Tallahassee at the legislative session, with a 

printed newsletter offered quarterly or semiannually, explaining past progress and anticipated 

challenges- has all been worthwhile and satisfying.  This annual cycle of activity is comfortable 

to long-standing society members- we know what to expect and know how to accomplish these 

goals. As comfortable as this has been, the healthcare world is changing at a breathtaking rate 

and new paradigms are vital. Already the traditional private practice pathology business model 

is now only one way pathologists practice. Many of us are in nonhospital environments, often 

providing predominately outpatient service. Many of us are now employees in one fashion or 

another. It is fair of you to ask if the FSP is representing your needs. Do the legislative needs 

and concerns of private practice pathology really matter to an employee pathologist? Do you 

really want to hear a lecture on brain tumors if your practice is confined to gastrointestinal 

biopsies? 

The challenge to the Executive Committee is to provide a Society where the answer to these 

questions is yes- we will remain relevant to your needs regardless of practice model. Yes, we 

will offer value for your dues.  

This new electronic format newsletter to the membership is a concrete step in this direction.   

As opposed to offering you yesterday’s printed newspaper summarizing past meetings and past 

accomplishments in the legislative arena, we need a quicker reacting medium to deliver 

relevant information to you, keeping you abreast of current challenges, particularly at the state 

level. You will see a professionally developed newsletter with items of national medical and 

pathology news every two weeks in electronic format. We will use this format to delivery 

pertinent state pathology news and concerns to you. It is not meant to compete with the CAP 



Today, a wonderful publication for pathologists. You will find items here directed specifically at 

Florida pathology concerns.  I would educate our younger members by telling them that in 

many ways things that occur in Tallahassee have a bigger impact on your profession than the 

national events which already receive good press coverage elsewhere.  Regardless of your 

practice model, rules and laws from Tallahassee can produce huge changes in your professional 

life. 

 Having previously been the editor for the printed FSP newsletter, I am very aware of the time 

and energy needed to produce these publications.  I am sincerely grateful to Tony Martinez for his 

willingness to take on this task. I pledge the Society’s support to provide Tony what he needs to make 

this work.  This is a new product for us and it will be a learning experience. You may see some evolution 

in its style and content. We welcome your feedback and hope to make this electronic publication 

something you will welcome and value.  This will be the medium in which I and others will convince you 

that the FSP is relevant to your professional life both now and in the future. 


